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About KFAS

The Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS)
has been on a 40-year journey to
harness science, technology and
innovation in Kuwait, so as to
promote modernization, a better
quality of life and a sustainable
future for the Kuwaiti people. In
line with the long-term vision of
the late Amir, Sheikh Jaber Al
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, and
supported by leaders in the
private sector, an Amiri Decree
was issued in 1976 for the
establishment of a foundation to
encourage and advance the
understanding and application of
science and technology across
society. From this, the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement
of Sciences was launched. The
decree contained a pledged
commitment of local shareholding
companies to fund KFAS towards
serving this purpose. Currently,
the contribution is 1% of net
annual profits.

To date, KFAS has been
successful in promoting science,

technology and innovation while
encouraging a culture geared
toward research and
development. Significant strides
have been made, despite the
many challenges inherent in
building a national culture. This
includes creating a
well-equipped workforce to
meet the challenges that Kuwait
and other countries are bound
to face, especially when it
comes to encouraging and
educating the youth.

The foundation promotes and
advocates for science,
technology and innovation
through the dissemination of
knowledge through numerous
strategic channels, including
scientific publications, books
and community-based events.
Through collaborative efforts
with local and international
institutions, KFAS’s efforts are
also aimed at raising the quality
of research and driving
innovative solutions for key
areas of national priority.



Furthermore, KFAS continues
to work on enhancing efforts in
building a competent private
sector, fostering the means to
increase research and
development capacities, and
increase investment in science,
technology and innovation.

Finally, through regional and
international collaborations with
academia, research institutions
and corporations, KFAS provides
the local community with greater
access to partnerships that are
focused on enhancing the
country’s science and technology
platforms. The foundation has
also established and funded
specialized centers of excellence
to execute and implement the
foundation’s strategic objectives,
in order to address national
challenges through research and
development.

Vision: “A thriving culture of
science, technology and
innovation for a sustainable
Kuwait”

Mission: “Stimulate and catalyze
the advancement of science,
technology and innovation for
the benefit of society, research
and enterprise in Kuwait”

Under the new KFAS 2017-2021
strategy, the foundation has

renewed its commitment to
play a leading role in supporting
efforts to transform the country
into a knowledge-driven
economy. This will be achieved
through investment in human
resource development and
national projects that provide
innovative solutions to
challenges of national priority.

This strategy is centered around
three main strategic thrust areas:

1. Advocating a scientific culture
to enhance science, technology
and innovation throughout the
community, with a particular
emphasis on the youth.

2. Fostering research and
development, through
investment in research projects
and the deployment of
innovative technologies to
address national priority issues.

3. Enhancing the growth and
diversification of the private
sector through STI.

These strategic thrust areas are
further enriched by support
programs that provide
resources and tools to ensure
that the overall strategic
objectives of the Foundation are
successfully met, and catalyzing
the change needed in Kuwait to
foster future development and
long-term sustainability.
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This strategic thrust area is accomplished through
four main programs and their objectives are:

Program 1: Science and
Math Education

Advocating the
importance of science
and math education,
through the
improvement science
and math curricula, as
well as teacher training
programs, in close
cooperation with the
Ministry of Education
and other stakeholders.

Program 2:
Engagement in Science
and Technology

Increasing levels of
understanding,
knowledge and interest
in science through
engaging the public,
especially the youth, in
diverse initiatives that
promote innovation.
These include scientific

-

competitions, fairs, and
conference that engage
and increase awareness
in STI.

Program 3: Publicizing
and Disseminating
Information Regarding
Science and
Technology

Promoting science and
technology through the
development and
dissemination of
scientific publications
for both adults and
children. These
publications, in digital
and print forms, have
provided the public and
scientific community,
with enhanced access
to scientific knowledge
and information to

increase STI
competency.

Program 4: Support for
Gifted Students in the
Fields of Math, Science
and Technology

Managed by one of
KFAS’s centers, the
Sabah Al-Ahmad
Center for Giftedness
and Creativity
(SACGQC), this program
aims to foster and
enhance the learning
environment of gifted
students and support
their education in math,
science and
technology.
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The second strategic thrust area is to
enhance research and development in
Kuwait, including funding grants for
carefully selected scientific research
proposals, building the capacity of the
research community, and deploying
innovative technologies to address
national priority areas, such as
environment, energy and water.
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This strategic thrust area involves the following

three programs and their objectives are:

Program 1: Research
Grants Program

Continuing the funding
and support of various
research grants, with an
emphasis on research
projects that focus on
addressing targeted
national priorities.

Program 2: Research
Capacity Building

Creating platforms for
engagement and
capacity building for
the research
community, in order to
increase the quality of

research and advancing
the competencies of
researchers and
scientists.

Program 3: Flagship
Research and
Technology Transfer
Projects

Deploying novel and
innovative technologies
for addressing national
challenges in Kuwait,
including energy use,
water management and
environmental
concerns.

Program 4:
Collaborative Research
Unit (CRU)

This newly-formed unit
serves as a focal point
for managing and
supporting the
advancement of regional
and international
collaborative research
projects and programs
between Kuwaiti
institutions and their
global counterparts.




Thrust Three

Strengthening Capacity for
Innovation Among Business
and the Youth

The third strategic thrust area aims at
diversifying the economy by
increasing private sector contribution
to GDP and employment through
supporting its development and
growth. The objective is to contribute
to the transformation of Kuwait’s
economy to an economy that is
strongly dependent on the
production, distribution and use of
knowledge (knowledge-based
economy) by strengthening its
innovation capabilities and
encouraging entrepreneurial spirit
using science and technology.
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The programs within this strategic thrust area are:

Program 1: Knowledge
Enhancement Through
Studies and
Research-Themed
Events

Commissioning studies
to produce and
distribute accurate,
reliable, and Kuwait
relevant data on trends
and collective
knowledge. Also
organizing events and
activities that bring
both public and private
sector together to
address new trends and
emerging issues.

Program 2: Learning
and Human
Development in
Science, Technology
and Innovation

Playing a proactive role
to help expand the

human capacity of the
private sector,
including building
competencies to
identify new
opportunities and
generate new
knowledge for business
growth.

Program 3: Research
Support and Transfer
of Technology

Supporting the private
sector in enhancing its
research and
development capacities
to drive innovative
solutions and enhance
productivity and
competitiveness.

Program 4: Innovation
and Inventor Support,
Development,
Incubation and
Governance

This program is
managed by the Sabah
Al-Ahmad Center for
Giftedness and
Creativity and aims to
sponsor individuals
with innovative ideas
and inventions, and
driving intellectual
property created
towards
commercialization.




Joint and

Support
Programs

The Prizes
Office

The Prizes Office aims to celebrate scientific
achievements in the local scientific and research
community, as well as notable and distinguished
accomplishments by Arab scientists, researchers
and innovators worldwide. The program works
closely with various local and international
scientific institutions to establish a fair and
transparent evaluation criterion for identifying
and awarding the achievements of scientists and
researchers. To date, the KFAS continues to
provide the Kuwait Prize, The Scientific
Production Prize, Al-Sumait prize and The
Al-Nouri Prize. As well as potentially develop
new prizes to showcase scientific talents.
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International
Relations
and Strategic
Partnerships
(IRSP)

The office focuses on establishing and enhancing
strategic partnerships with local and
internationally-renowned institutions and
universities, to foster the Foundation’s core
programs and strategic objectives. This involves
facilitating the co-operation between Kuwaiti
institutions within various scientific disciplines and
different aspects of the Kuwaiti society, including
the private, academic, and research sectors, and
their regional and global counterparts.

Some of the prominent international programs
established to date include:

Kuwait Program at Sciences Po
(Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques)

The Kuwait Program at LSE

(London School of Economics and Political Science)

Kuwait-MIT Center for Natural Resources
and the Environment (CNRE)

Kuwait Program at Harvard University

Kuwait Program at University of California, Berkeley
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Special
Projects and
Initiatives
Office (SPI)

Knowledge
Management
(KM)

This office receives, evaluates, funds and
incubates projects and initiatives that target
Kuwait’s national priorities. These projects
are within the KFAS mandate but are not a
part of the scope of the existing core
programs. SPI also promotes
interdisciplinary collaboration on projects
across programs by jointly funding projects
and initiatives.

This newly-established program enables all
KFAS stakeholders to have access to all
relevant data and critical information, to
help foster decision making based on
empirical evidence.

Through the exchange and management of
knowledge, individuals and organizations
will be able to learn from past experiences
and best practices in the field, benefiting
from the experiences and pool of
information to make informed decisions.
Additionally, the goal of this program is to
develop tools and resources, such as
databases and networks, to centralize
scientific knowledge for better access and
exchange of information in Kuwait.



KFAS Centers

and Subsidiaries
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KFAS Centers continue to pursue their
strategic goals and objectives by
designing activities and programs to fulfil
their mandate, in line with the KFAS
strategy. Their evolution has provided a
framework for their eventual financial
and operational independence, while
maintaining a strong relationship to
KFAS and working on building the
importance of science, technology and
innovation in Kuwait.

KFAS will continue to have oversight
through the appointment of board
members, as well as approving annual
programs and budgets, which include
applications for partial funding and the
implementation of key performance
indicators to measure progress.
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KFAS centers and subsidiaries are:

The Scientific Center of Kuwait
(TSCK)

The Center uses entertaining
educational platforms and
interactive scientific learning to
foster inquisitive young minds in
science and technology and
promote innovative thinking.

Dasman Diabetes Institute (DDI)

The Institute addresses the local
diabetes epidemic by building a
comprehensive forum for
translational research, treatment
and diabetes prevention and
awareness.

Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for
Giftedness and Creativity (SACGC)

The Center supports and fosters
young inventors and promotes
innovation through Fab Labs, as
well as nurturing gifted students
through the establishment of
schools for gifted students in
Kuwait, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education.

Jaber Al-Ahmad Center for Nuclear
Medicine and Molecular Imaging

The Center conducts research,
diagnostics, treatment and

training in the field of nuclear
medicine and molecular imaging
and produces radioactive
elements for medical imaging.

KFAS Academy

The Academy provides virtual and
self-paced university-level
courses to promote and facilitate
the concept of lifelong learning
and accessible means of
obtaining education. Students
from Kuwait and throughout the
region will be given the
opportunity to acquire the
knowledge and skills they need to
enhance their professional
careers.

Advancement of Science
Publishing and Distribution (ASPD)

The company is committed to
publishing high-quality, affordable
science, technology, engineering
and math books and magazines for
children, young adults and adults,
as means to inspire, inform and
excite today’s reader in these
disciplines. ASPD is connecting with
readers globally through its various
science engagement initiatives and
through its digital platforms.



KFAS and its centers have renewed their commitment to play
a leading catalytic role in supporting the national efforts to
transform the country from a rentier state to a
knowledge-driven economy, as well as serving the national
goals envisioned in the New Kuwait-2035 Vision and Strategic
Plan and The National Five-Year Development Plan of Kuwait.
Thus, KFAS's main strategic directions are focused on
ensuring that science, technology, and innovation (STI) play a
vital role within every aspect of Kuwait’s society, including the
research community, private and public sectors, and
non-governmental organizations. This includes ensuring that
more investment, by the government and private sector, are
made to drive the change needed for the further development
of the country, and its prosperous and sustainable future.
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